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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To avert generation of trouble by the 
deficiency or run-out of a toner by reducing a 
development width to lower the image density when a 
means for detecting the residual amt. after consumption 
detects that the residual amt. of the toner is below the 
prescribed amt. while the operation is held selected at 
an economization consumption mode by a mode 
selecting means. 

CONSTITUTION: This device has an image control 
device 200 which processes image signals and controls 
the output, etc., thereof, the means 320 for detecting 
the residual amt. of the toner housed therein after 
consumption, and the mode switching means SW for 
switching the operation to an ordinary toner 
consumption mode and the economization consumption 
mode. The development width per 1 dot of a laser beam 
is reduced to lower the image density by the image 
control device 200 upon receiving of the detection signal 
from the means 32 for detecting the residual amt. after 
consumption when said means detects that the residual amt. of the toner is below the 
prescribed amt. while the operation is held switched to the economization mode by the mode 
switching means SW. The consumption of the toner is thereby substantially decreased and the 
inconvenience to cause infeasibility of signal reception by the run-out of the toner is averted. 
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